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Friday, October 14th 

(Expert Round Table on Financial Regulation) 

Chair:  Dr Anne-Marie McGauran, Policy Analyst, National Economic and Social 

Council  

09.30 am  Registration, tea/coffee 

10.00 am  Welcome 

Dr Nat O’Connor, Director, TASC 

10.15 am Introduction to morning session 

  Paul Sweeney, Chief Economist, Irish Congress of Trade Unions  

10.30 am Keynote address 

Professor Stephany Griffith-Jones, Financial Markets Programme 

Director, Initiative for Policy Dialogue, Columbia University 

11.00 am Perspectives on financial regulation: from global to local 

There is a general consensus that the 2008 financial crisis was in large 

measure due to a lack of financial regulation.  Both the regulatory defects and 

the proposed remedies have, however, differed from jurisdiction to jurisdiction.  

This session will explore those differences and examine how – at a national, 

European and global level – new regulatory frameworks can be put in place 

which will prevent a recurrence of the crisis. 

Dr Damian Tobin, Programme Director, International Management 

and Finance (China), School of African and Oriental Studies, London 

University 

Professor Jeff Madrick, Director of Policy Research, Schwartz Centre 

for Economic Policy Analysis 

  Dr Michael O’Sullivan, author of Ireland and the Global Question 

   

12.00 pm Discussion / Q&A 
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12.45 – 1.45 pm Lunch 

 

1.45 pm Afternoon session 

Chair:   Dr Pauline Conroy, social policy analyst 

  Regulating for Stakeholders 

Financial regulation – and its absence – impacts on a range of stakeholders.  

Corporate stakeholders are those individuals or groups that can affect, or be 

affected by, the actions of the business as a whole.  Stakeholders impacted by 

the financial crisis – and by the absence of financial regulation which helped 

generate the crisis – include consumers, workers and businesses.  This session 

will examine the regulatory needs of each of these three sets of stakeholders. 

  Introduction to afternoon session 

  Dr Eleanor O’Higgins, UCD School of Business 

  Consumers 

Margaret E. Ward, financial journalist and MD of Clear Ink 

  Workers 

  Damon Silvers, AFL-CIO Special Counsel and Director of Policy 

  Business  

Dr Jonathan Westrup, Programme Director, Senior Executive 

Programme, Irish Management Institute 

3.00 pm Coffee / Discussion / Q&A 

3.45 pm Irish banks: pillars of the future or monuments to the past? 

Are the ‘pillar banks’ still fit for purpose?  Or are they merely relics of a 

banking system which has served us ill? 

Professor Terrence McDonough, NUI Galway 
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4.00 pm New forms of banking  

Do we need to develop new forms of banking to serve the needs of all 

stakeholders – including consumers, workers and businesses?  If so, what 

would these new forms of banking look like?   

Dr Jim Stewart, Senior Lecturer in Finance, Trinity College Dublin 

 

4.15 pm Response 

  Shane O’Neill, Head of Banking Supervision, Central Bank of Ireland 

 

4.30 pm Q&A / discussion 

 

5.15 pm Closing remarks 

  Dr Matthieu Méaulle, Economic Advisor, FEPS 
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Saturday, October 15th 

(Plenaries and breakout sessions) 

 

09.15 am  Registration, tea/coffee 

Chair:    Dr Mary Murphy, NUI Maynooth 

09.45 am  Opening remarks 

Dr Matthieu Méaulle, Economic Advisor, FEPS 

 

10.00 am  Investing in Recovery 

Three years after the onset of the economic crisis, Ireland is facing into 

yet another austerity budget. As more money is taken out of people’s 

pockets, consumer demand is shrinking and unemployment has 

spiralled. Both public and private sector investment have dried up. 

There is also a need to consider the economic case for equality and 

diversity, which includes attracting and retaining investment and in 

creating a positive environment for innovation and entrepreneurship. 

What kind of investment strategy is required to put us on the path to a 

sustainable and inclusive recovery while still adhering to the terms of 

the EU/IMF agreement? 

   Michael Burke, economic consultant, London 

   Kieran Rose, Senior Planner, Dublin City Council  

Michael Taft, Research Officer, Unite 

 

10.45 – 11.15 am Tea/Coffee, Discussion / Q&A 

 

11.15 am The Debt Trap 

11.15 – 11.30 am Ireland’s Debt Audit 

 Dr Sheila Killian, Kemmy Business School, University of 

Limerick 
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11.30 am In this together? Ireland, Portugal and Greece – escaping 

the debt trap (panel discussion)  

At what point does debt become unsustainable, choking off a country's 

ability to grow its economy, repair its public finances and provide 

services for its citizens?  What flaws in the design of the Eurozone 

have contributed to the crisis being faced by peripheral states and now 

threatening core economies; and how can those flaws be remedied? 

Professor James Galbraith, University of Texas at Austin 

Professor Stuart Holland, Department of Economics, University 

of Coimbra 

Tom McDonnell, economist and Policy Analyst, TASC 

Moderator: Andy Robinson, International Reporter, La Vanguardia 

(Barcelona)    

12.15 pm  Discussion / Q&A 

 

12.45 – 1.30 pm Lunch 

  

1.30 pm  Breakout 1: A job for the state? The new mixed economy 

Ireland has always had a mixed economy, and state enterprise has been 

crucial to developing our economic infrastructure at various points in 

the State’s history, from the rural electrification scheme onwards. The 

State also has a critical role to play in ensuring that innovation policy 

is central to Ireland’s overall industrial policy. What lessons can we 

learn from the past, in particular the lessons from the evaluation of 

policies? What role can the state play today in creating the conditions 

for an innovative and sustainable economic recovery? 

Chair: Prof David Jacobson, Dublin City University 

Dr Aoife Ní Lochlainn, Policy Analyst, TASC 

Prof Stuart Holland, University of Coimbra 

Dr Helena Lenihan, University of Limerick 
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   Breakout 2: Good health is good for the economy 

The fiscal and economic crisis is taking its toll on the health of the 

population. This session examines the relationship between responses 

to the crisis, fiscal policy and health inequalities - and the role of social 

spending in ameliorating the worst effects of the crisis on low income 

groups. The long-term costs of cutting health (and other areas of social) 

spending could potentially outweigh the short-term financial gains. 

What are the political choices and policy responses that are needed to 

ensure that everyone, regardless of income or social status, can expect 

to live a longer, healthier and more productive life? 

Chair: Sinéad Pentony, Head of Policy, TASC 

Dr David Stuckler, Lecturer in Sociology, University of 

Cambridge 

Sara Burke, journalist and health policy analyst 

Prof Eamon O’Shea, National University of Ireland, Galway 

2.45 pm  Tea/Coffee 

 

Chair:   Anna Visser, Director, Advocacy Initiative 

3.00 pm  Charting a new course 

Dr Tom Healy, Director, Economic Research Unit 

3.15 pm  Panel discussion – an equal recovery? 

Sinéad Pentony, Head of Policy, TASC 

Professor James Wickham, Head of School of Social Sciences and 

Philosophy, Trinity College Dublin 

Professor David Jacobson, Dublin City University 
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4.00 pm  Introduction to keynote speaker 

   Dr Nat O’Connor, Director, TASC 

   Keynote address 

Professor James K. Galbraith, Lloyd M. Bentsen Jr. Chair in 

Government/Business Relations and Professor of Government, 

University of Texas at Austin 

5.00 pm  Closing remarks 

Dr John Fanning, Chairperson, TASC  
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Biographical notes 

Michael Burke  works as an independent economic consultant and advisor. He has 

worked professionally as an economist for over 20 years in a variety of roles. He has 

worked in the City of London, including as senior international economist for 

Citibank in London. Michael’s main areas of work are international 

macroeconomics, determinants of growth, financial markets, economic history and 

economic policymaking. He has always taken a keen interest in the Irish economy, 

north and south. 

Sara Burke is a policy analyst, journalist, writer and broadcaster.  Sara has a weekly 

health slot on RTE Radio 1’s Drivetime programme and regularly publishes articles 

in the national print media. She also carries out independent policy analysis and 

research, most recently for TASC on health inequalities. She is in her final year of a 

PhD on the political economy of health policy in Trinity College Dublin. Her book 

Irish Apartheid: Healthcare Inequality in Ireland was published in June 2009. Between 

2004 and 2006, she was managing editor in Village magazine. She worked in public 

health policy full time between 1997 and 2004, including two years in the 

Department of Health and four years in the Institute of Public Health in Ireland, a 

north south body where her work focussed on comparative health and social 

policies, North and South. From 1992 to 1997, she worked for Focus as an outreach 

worker with homeless teenagers in Dublin. 

Dr Pauline Conroy  is a social scientist who has worked with the European 

Commission on gender and anti-poverty issues, with the Council of Europe on 

outworkers in Europe and with the ILO on disability rights. She co-authored with 

Helen O’Leary the first contemporary study of indebtedness among low income 

families Do the Poor Pay More? She is currently a guest lecturer in UCD and TCD and 

is designing a curriculum in disability studies with the Open Training College. 

Dr John Fanning  is Chair of the TASC Board. He worked in market research and 

advertising for more than thirty years, and now lectures in branding and marketing 

communications at the Smurfit Business School. 

Professor James K. Galbraith  is currently the Lloyd M. Bentsen Chair in 

Government and Business Relations and Professor of Economics at the LBJ School of 

Public Affairs at the University of Texas at Austin. He holds degrees from Harvard 

and Yale. His recent research has focused on the measurement and understanding of 

inequality in the world economy, and leads an informal research group called the 

University of Texas Inequality Project with several of the school’s distinguished 
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graduate students. Dr. Galbraith maintains several outside connections, including 

serving as a Senior Scholar of the Levy Economics Institute and as Chair of the Board 

of Economists for Peace and Security.  James Galbraith's latest book is The Predator 

State: How Conservatives Abandoned the Free Market and Why Liberals Should Too (2008).  

Prof Stephany Griffith -Jones is Financial Markets Director, Initiative for Policy 

Dialogue, Columbia University; previously she was Professorial Fellow at IDS, 

Sussex University. Her fields of research and policy advice include international 

finance (especially reform of the international financial system, with  emphasis 

on  reforming financial regulation as well as  taxing financial transactions) and 

macro-economic policy.  She has advised many governments, including the UK, 

German, Brazilian, Czech and Chilean, as well as  international organizations, 

including  several parts of the United Nations, the European Commission,  the 

European Parliament, the World Bank and think tanks, such as FEPS. She started her 

career working in the Central Bank of Chile. She has published widely, including 

more than 20 books and many articles. Her latest book, Time for the Visible Hand 

(OUP), was co-edited with Joe Stiglitz and Jose A Ocampo.  

Dr Tom Healy  is Director of the Economic Research Unit located in the Irish 

Congress of Trade Unions. The Unit has recently been established with the support 

of a number of trade unions affiliated to Congress, with the aim of developing 

economic analysis and progressive policy options and alternatives for both 

economies on the island of Ireland. Dr Healy has previously worked in the Economic 

and Social Research Institute, the Northern Ireland Economic Research Centre, the 

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, the National Economic 

and Social Forum and the Department of Education and Skills. He holds a PhD 

(economics and sociology) from UCD. His research interests include areas such as 

the impact of public expenditure, education, social capital and measures of well-

being. 

Professor Stuart Holland  was formerly a Member of the House of Commons and 

Shadow Minister for Development Cooperation, when he worked closely with Willy 

Brandt, then Shadow Financial Secretary to the UK Treasury. In his twenties he was 

personal adviser on European affairs to Harold Wilson, and gained the consent of 

Charles De Gaulle to the second British application to join the EEC. He proposed the 

case for a New Messina Conference which was endorsed by Andreas Papandreou 

and François Mitterrand and led to the commitment to economic and social cohesion 

of the Single European Act. He proposed Union Bonds and a European Investment 

Fund in a 1993 report to Jacques Delors. As an adviser to António Guterres, he 
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recommended that the terms of reference of the European Investment Bank should 

include investments in health, education, urban renewal and environment, as well as 

green technology and innovation which enabled the EIB to fulfil its Lisbon 2000 

cohesion and convergence remit and its successful i2i and Innovation 2010 

initiatives.  He is currently Professor of Economics at the University of Coimbra in 

Portugal. 

Professor David Jacobson  was Professor of Economics in DCU and lectured in 

economics and political economy there since 1983. He has also taught at universities 

in Japan, France, the United States, Israel and Cyprus. He has been a member of a 

number of research consortia funded by the EU, including one on policy and 

innovation in so-called low-tech industries, and another on aviation as a sectoral 

system of innovation in Europe. His other funded work has included research for 

SIPTU, the Marine Institute and Enterprise Ireland. He spent a term as an 

independent government appointee on NESC and has received a number of awards 

and scholarships for his research.   

Dr Sheila Killian  is Head of the Department of Accounting & Finance at the Kemmy 

Business School, University of Limerick. Sheila has taught in UL since 1994. Prior to 

that she was a senior tax consultant with both Ernst & Young and KPMG, and a Tax 

Senior with Arthur Andersen & Co. She worked in the aviation finance industry as a 

leasing analyst, and as a programmer in both the educational software and industrial 

sectors. Sheila has a primary degree in mathematics, a master’s degree in business 

studies and a PhD in taxation. She qualified as a chartered accountant in 1992 

(national prizewinner in the final admitting exams) and as an associate of the 

Institute of Taxation in Ireland in 1989. She had published her research on five 

continents. 

Dr Helena Lenihan  is Assistant Dean, Research, and Senior Lecturer in Economics at 

the Kemmy Business School, University of Limerick.  She has published extensively 

on industrial, enterprise and innovation policy evaluation, industrial and enterprise 

policy development, innovation policy, and the role of SMEs/entrepreneurship in 

economic development and firm growth.  In 2008/09, she was an invited Visiting 

Fellow at the University of Cambridge, UK.  In 2006, she was Conference Chair for 

the 9th European Network on Industrial Policy (EUNIP) International Conference 

which was hosted at the University of Limerick.  
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Professor Terrence McDonough’s PhD is from the University of Massachusetts at 

Amherst.  Before joining NUI Galway in 1995, other appointments were at the 

Institute for Industry Studies, New York State School of Industrial and Labor 

Relations at Cornell University, at Canisius College, Buffalo, and at Dublin City 

University.  His current research interests include globalization, American and Irish 

economic history, political economy, the history of economic thought and economics 

education for labor and community groups.  He is a founder of NUI Galway’s 

Master’s Degree in Public Advocacy and Activism.  He has published in both 

academic and popular outlets.  He has recently co-edited Contemporary Capitalism and 

Its Crises: Social Structure of Accumulation Theory for the 21st Century published by 

Cambridge University Press.  Past publications include Was Ireland a Colony? 

Economics, Politics, Ideology and Culture in the Irish Nineteenth Century and Minding 

Your Own Business: Economics at Work. 

Tom McDonnell  is an economist and Policy Analyst with TASC.  He is currently 

completing his PhD in economics at NUI Galway, where he also lectured in 

economics between 2005 and 2010. Tom’s doctoral work is on the economics of 

innovation with a particular focus on the development and diffusion of 

telecommunications in Ireland since independence.  Tom is the author of the Debt 

and Banking Crisis: Progressive Approaches for Europe and Ireland, a discussion paper 

issued by TASC in May 2011. 

Dr Anne -Marie McGauran  is a policy analyst with the National Economic and 

Social Forum, where she is currently working on a project on the regulation of 

human services in Ireland. She previously worked as a policy analyst in the NESF, a 

researcher in the Institute of Public Administration, and as Head of the NDP Gender 

Equality Unit in the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.  She has 

researched and published on the governance of state agencies, the ‘implementation 

deficit’ in Irish policies, and the influence of government policies on gender equality.   

Professor Jeff Madrick  is a regular contributor to The New York Review of Books, and a 

former economics columnist for The New York Times. He is editor of Challenge 

Magazine, visiting professor of humanities at The Cooper Union, and senior fellow at 

the Roosevelt Institute and the Schwartz Center for Economic Policy Analysis, The 

New School.  His last book, The Case for Big Government (Princeton), was named one 

of two 2009 PEN Galbraith Non-Fiction Award Finalists.  His new book is titled, Age 

of Greed, The Triumph of Finance and the Decline of America, 1970-Present and 

is published by Alfred A. Knopf.  
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Dr Matthieu M éaulle  received his PhD in economics in December 2007. His research 

was conducted under the supervision of Professor C. Benetti at the University Paris 

X-Nanterre. He is an associate member of the Research Centre PHARE (Pôle 

d’Histoire et d’Analyse des Représentations Economiques), University Paris I 

Panthéon-Sorbonne. His work is situated between the history of economic thought 

and modern economic analysis. Matthieu Méaulle specialises in pure economic 

theory, macroeconomics and financial macroeconomics. He has worked at FEPS as 

an Economic Advisor since September 2008. 

Dr Mary  Murphy  is a lecturer in Irish politics and society in the Department of 

Sociology, NUI, Maynooth.  Her research interests include the politics of 

redistribution, gender, power and civil society. Prior to academic life Mary worked 

full time in social justice campaigning groups, and she continues to be an active 

advocate for an equal and sustainable Ireland through the Claiming our Future 

movement. She has recently published (with Peadar Kirby) Towards A Second 

Republic: Irish Politics After the Celtic Tiger (Pluto). 

Dr Aoife Ni Lochlainn  is a Policy Analyst with TASC. She holds a doctorate in 

economic history from the European University Institute, Florence, and is currently 

working towards a Master’s in Environmental Economics. 

Dr Nat O’Connor is Director of TASC. Nat has a background in social science 

research. He previously led the research team in the Homeless Agency. He has been 

a consultant on local government service indicators and has been retained as an 

occasional lecturer by the Department of Applied Social Studies, NUI Maynooth. 

Nat holds a PhD in Political Science from Trinity College Dublin, specialised in 

democratic theory and freedom of information. 

Dr Eleanor O’Higgins (BA, MSc, MBA, PhD) is on the faculty of the Business 

Schools at UCD and a visiting academic at the London School of Economics. She 

specialises in teaching, research and publications in corporate governance, business 

ethics, corporate social responsibility and strategic management. She is a director of 

the Marine Institute and a member of the Press Council of Ireland. She has served on 

the board of directors of IDA Ireland, Transparency International Ireland and the 

Well Woman Group of health clinics. 

Shane O’Neill is head of Banking Supervision at the Central Bank of Ireland since 

April 2011. In his current role he has been responsible for merging two banking 

supervision divisions (Retail and Wholesale Banking) and implementing a new risk-
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based supervisory operating model for the whole sector. Prior to his current role he 

was Head of Retail Bank Supervision and played a major role in designing and 

implementing the Banks stress test framework, (Prudential Capital Adequacy 

Review, PCAR), leading the banking supervision deliverables on the memorandum 

of understanding with the IMF/EU and ECB and initiating specific projects and 

engagements relating to restructuring in the domestic banking sector. He is a 

member of the Central Banks’ Financial Stability Committee and Supervisory Risk 

Committee and sits on the European Banking Association’s Standing Committee on 

Oversight and Practices.  He joined the Central Bank of Ireland in May 2009. Prior to 

working with the Central Bank he worked as a consultant in financial services in 

Dublin and Europe and with Merrill Lynch for 15 years including roles as CFO of 

Asia Pacific, Head of Regulatory and Compliance in Europe, Middle East and Africa 

(EMEA), Head of Strategy, Planning and Analysis EMEA, and CFO of a Global 

division, based in New York. He was responsible for establishment of the Merrill 

Lynch Capital Markets Bank in Dublin. 

Professor Eamon O’Shea is a Personal Professor in the School of Business & 

Economics at NUI Galway. He holds an MA from University College Dublin, an MSc 

from the University of York and a PhD from the University of Leicester.  He has had 

over 70 papers published in peer-reviewed journals, including publications in top-

ranked journals such as: the Journal of Health Economics, Social Science and Medicine, 

Cambridge Journal of Economics, Age and Ageing, Ageing and Society, Health Policy, 

International Journal of Health Technology Assessment, European Journal of Health 

Economics, International Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry and the Journal of Mental Health 

Policy and Economics. He has authored/co-authored 15 books and monographs, 

mainly in the field of ageing and social policy. He has been responsible for 

numerous reports commissioned by national and international agencies, including: 

the National Council on Ageing and Older People, The Department of Health and 

Children, the Health Research Board, the European Commission and the European 

Council. Professor O’Shea has also contributed over 25 chapters to various books, 

mainly on ageing and inequality issues. His work has been influential in setting the 

agenda for the ongoing reform of the long-stay sector in Ireland, particularly in 

relation to funding, priority-setting and dementia. His current research is focused 

on:  the economics of dementia, health care evaluation and rural ageing.  

Dr Michael O’Sullivan is an economist, author of Ireland and the Global Question 

(2006) and co-editor of What did we do right? - International perspectives on Ireland’s 

miracle (2010). 
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Sinéad Pentony  is Head of Policy at TASC.  Sinéad has a background in economics 

and equality and currently leads the process of translating the organisation’s 

strategic priorities into a programme of evidence based research and policy work.  

TASC’s research and policy programme is currently focused on developing 

responses to the current economic and fiscal crisis. Previously, Sinéad spent ten 

years heading up Pobal’s research programme.  In that capacity, she managed the 

evaluation of a range of programmes and led a national research study on the 

development of an Index of Affluence and Deprivation.   Sinéad has also contributed to 

OECD publications on the evaluation of social inclusion programmes.   

An dy Robinson  is International Reporter for the Barcelona daily La Vanguardia.  He 

has written for Business Week, the Guardian and the New Statesman, and now 

writes on Europe for the New York magazine The Nation. 

Kieran Rose is Senior Planner in the Economic Development Unit of Dublin City 

Council as well as Deputy Director of the International Relations Office. He has 

championed the great economic potential of the links between Dublin City, planning 

and diversity. He drafted the economic development chapter of the new Dublin City 

Development Plan 2011- 17, and the Report of the Lord Mayors Commission on 

Employment (2010).  ‘Resilient Cities’ was the title of his recent keynote address to 

the 2011 UK and Ireland Planning Research Conference in Birmingham University. 

He chaired the recent Dublin City Council and GLEN forum on Globalisation, 

Diversity and Economic Renewal. He guided through the radical improvement in 

Dublin City Councils Apartment standards. Kieran is a member of the Board of the 

Equality Authority and chair of GLEN. 

Damon A. Silvers  is the Director of Policy and Special Counsel for the AFL-CIO.  He 

serves on a pro bono basis as a Special Assistant Attorney General for the state of 

New York. Mr. Silvers is also a member of the Public Company Accounting 

Oversight Board’s Standing Advisory Group and Investor Advisory Group. Damon 

Silvers served as the Deputy Chair of the Congressional Oversight Panel for TARP 

from 2008-2011.  He had served on the Securities and Exchange Commission’s 

Investor Advisory Committee.  He also was the Chair of the Competition 

Subcommittee of the United States Treasury Department Advisory Committee on 

the Auditing Profession and a member of the United States Treasury Department 

Investor’s Practice Committee of the President’s Working Group on Financial 

Markets.  Damon Silvers is widely published in his field. 
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Dr Jim Stewart  is a senior lecturer in finance at the School of Business at Trinity 

College Dublin. His research interests include corporate finance and taxation, 

pension funds and financial products, and financial systems and economic 

development. He has published many articles on these topics in journals such as 

Journal of Corporate Law Studies, Accounting Forum, Journal of Financial Regulation and 

Compliance, and Economic and Social Review. 

Dr David Stuckler  is a university lecturer in sociology at Cambridge University and 

research fellow of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. He has 

written over 60 peer-reviewed scientific articles on the economics of global health in 

The Lancet, British Medical Journal and Nature in addition to other major journals. His 

book about the global chronic-disease epidemic, Sick Societies, will be published by 

Oxford University Press in September 2011. Stuckler has consulted on the political 

economy of healthcare for WHO and UNICEF, and received grants from the 

European Centre for Disease Control on the impact of economic crises on public 

health. He has taught at Harvard, Yale, Cambridge and Oxford on the subjects of 

global politics, economics and health as well as quantitative methods. His work has 

been featured in The New York Times, The Economist, BBC World Service, CNBC and 

the New Scientist, among other venues. 

Paul Sweeney is Chief Economist at the Irish Congress of Trade Unions. He is 

President of the Statistical and Social Enquiry Society of Ireland, a member of the 

National Competitiveness Council of Ireland, of the National Statistics Board and the 

Ageing Well Network. He also chairs the TASC Economists’ Network. He has written 

three books on the Irish economy, two on public enterprise and privatisation, and 

has also written many articles on economics and business.  

Michael Taft  is Research Officer with Unite the Union and author of the Notes on the 

Front blog.  He is a member of the TASC Economists’ Network and a regular 

contributor to www.progressive-economy.ie.  

Dr Damian Tobin  is lecturer in International Management (China) at the School of 

Oriental and African Studies (University of London). He teaches courses on 

international management, corporate governance as well as domestic and 

international issues in the Chinese economy. His research mainly focuses on the 

economies of China and Hong Kong, the banking sector and issues surrounding 

governance and regulation. He has been published in such journals as World 

Development and Corporate Governance: an International Review.  
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Anna Visser  is Director of The Advocacy Initiative.  The Advocacy Initiative is a 

three-year community and voluntary sector project that promotes understanding, 

awareness and effectiveness of social justice advocacy in Ireland. Before joining The 

Advocacy Initiative, Anna was Director of the European Anti-Poverty Network 

(EAPN) Ireland.  Anna has over ten years’ experience in policy and development 

roles in the statutory and NGO sectors at regional, national and international levels, 

in the areas of anti-racism, equality, human rights and conflict resolution.   

Margaret E. Ward  is a financial journalist and managing director of Clear Ink, the 

clear English specialists. Margaret is Tubridy on 2FM's Savvy Saver, a former 

Newstalk business presenter, Irish Times business and personal finance columnist 

and Sunday Times Money Editor. In 2006 she founded Clear Ink, a company 

specialising in clear communications for the corporate and government sectors. 

Dr Jonathan Westrup  is the Programme Director of the Senior Executive Programme 

at the IMI and also leads and teaches on custom programmes for some of Ireland’s 

leading companies. He is also Programme Director for the Diploma in Strategy and 

Innovation. His teaching focus is business strategy with a particular interest in 

corporate governance and organisational performance. Jonathan also works with 

management teams in facilitating their strategy process. Prior to academia, Jonathan 

worked in the financial services sector with NCB Stockbrokers. Jonathan holds an 

MPA from Harvard’s Kennedy School and a doctorate in comparative political 

economy from Boston University. Prior to joining the IMI, he was a Research Fellow 

at the Institute for International Integration Studies and a lecturer at Trinity College 

Dublin. He has also taught at Boston University. 

Professor James Wickham is Professor of Sociology at Trinity College, Dublin where 

he directs the Employment Research Centre and is Head of the School of Social 

Sciences and Philosophy.  His current research focuses on employment and different 

forms of mobility, from migration to business air travel.  He has just completed a 

research project on ‘Migrant Careers and Aspirations’ focusing on Polish migrants in 

Dublin.  He is the author of Gridlock: Dublin’s Transport Crisis and the Future of the 

City. 
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About the organisers: 

 

TASC is an independent think-tank dedicated to addressing Ireland’s high levels of economic 

inequality. 

FEPS – the Foundation for European Progressive Studies – was conceived as a platform to 

bring together progressive actors and partners in synergy with an ambition to foster a real 

European space for debate. 

 


